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Treeſdgy, January 15. 1708. 


11 to Trade- 


hou bs ee time? 
I think 1 may ſafely advance Eubent tes 
Danger 'of Reprehenfion, there are more 
te ruin d in Exgland, by over Trading 
than'for Want of Trade) 208 I vents 
— bun unhappy E nce, ady 
Men in Trade, to ſet à due 2 
1 5 — —— Credit is a Gulph ph, ich 
$ eaſe to fall in to get out of; 
of which I ay ary Faß 1 25 op A 1 nog d Brgg —__ as 
_ — facilis ſhe oe — Politics; e 2 ny _ of 
Jed rex re orare = ra adere vantage draw him out; t ra 
4 2 ferner has the moſt need of — Petition in the 
r- opus, lie labor eft. Lord's Prayer, of any Man living, Leed = 
Virg- Eueid. 6. I. 126. not into Temptation» A Man in full 9 


fluſh Buſineſs, and great Trade, ſces a Pro- 


ſpect of Profit; he launch, out in hop-'s of, 


the Prize, run- into great Debr to Graſp it; 
meets th a Diſappointment, as whats pert 
of Trrde js there without its 

thus the Man, that with a ticady' 


have gone on With — 
nder the Scri 


groq m rich, 
That Þe that MI be rich, falls | 
Temptations, and Snares. wa 

One Capital Blow has its infigite De- 
pendencies in Trade. A. is a great Mer- 
chant; the French fall in with the Turty 
Fleet, and take them, and he loſes 20 or 
20 tho und; 
he breaks; Dis Breaking f. 

others; per 

men in I z and the ir 
not able to heat them up under the Public 
Report, as well as Burthen of ſuch a Laſe, 
Break 250 + As he has broke ſix, they break 20; 
and thoſe 20, a hundred, and ſo it goes on 
without any proſpet of a Conciuſion, and 
all this is the E Credit of Mos trad- 


ing beyond their Stacks, and both giving 
ad takibg Ex 


itant Credit- 

He that gives Credit, muſt tale it, gene- 
rally ſpeaking 3 and were the Reputation of 
Trade fo- ſettled, chat neither giving nor 
taking Credit could out- lie the ſitſt Decay 
of a punctual Compliance, the Ditafters of 
Trade con'd never de ſo frequent; for 
you would ſoon knew your Men, and 


the Debto; would be immediately ſuſ- 


ſpeed, if he failed of his Appointment; 
on the contrary, here we find Men driving 


vaſt Trades, that are, as we ſay, Dun prog; 
ut. d 


thit are follow'd, and harraſs'd, and 
by every Prentice, for Money; and yet theſe 
Men can keep up their Frades, and can 
buy and run iato more Debt: Owe one Man 
to pay another; and there is no end of their 
Trade; till at laft decliningProfits bring them 
to go backward, and a Statute of Bankrupt's 
the General winding up of the Bottom. 
Thus Credit, like the bet Antidote ill 
applied, proves the worſt Poiſon ; and that 
which one way is the Foundation uf our im- 
meaſe Trade in England, it being thus boldly 
invaded, miſapplird and preſum'd upon, is 
one of the worſt Milchiets that we can be 
expoſed to. 


(-26 ) 


In erder to make a Regular Eſſay at the 
Cure of this, 1 muſt ente here upon the 
ſecond Head propos d, viz. Retail Credit; 
I have nothicy of Merit to plead for, being 
an early þxclaiman 


The Miſchi-f of Retail- Credit, is to be 
trac d up a deal great higher; and I am 
— 7 - + our Nobility and Geatry are = 
only Perſone that can ut a Gheck to is 
Leproſy of Tralfle. ' : 2 

I acknowl that tis a d&Gying Evil 
among the Gelity z and as they weee drawa 
into it by the Luxury of the Court, the 
Example of eur late Reigns has furniſh'd 
them with better Maxims ; and we begin 
to ſee now, that Gallantry and good Huſ- 
— are very conſiſtent one with Mo- 
— „ - 7 : 

I cannot bit thiaxk that prompe ing 1 
Nohility to ways -vf living B-yord 
F'taces z whether it was by luxurious Ex- 
travagancies in eating and drinking, vul- 
garly call'd Houſe-keeping, as in King June: 
the Firſt a Time 3 dr in Magnificent Equipa- 

es, and all forts of Court Vices, as in 

ing Charles the Second's Time; of in 
Drukenneſs and Play, as in che ſame was a 


Plot upon the Gentry of E 4 co þ 

veriſh them, and make chem dependant ſp» 

on the Court, that they might io 
mply 


be made Mercenary, and comp js 
the Deſigns laid, an which 1 
Pert d, of making chem Tools to betray th 
Liberties of their Country for a Penion, 3 
and tho' the Numbers and general Fidelity 
of the Gentry broke this Chain, yet. all 
Men muſt allow, it was no improbable thingy 
Porerty of Families being the moſt proper 
handle for the Court to take hold of, by 
which to invad( their Integrity. | 

If any Man think] am Ir 
ter too high, let me anſwer for that by the 
end of the Story; I am jfor tracing all 
our Miſchiefs to theic Cauſes, and he that 
does not, ſhall never cure them. I cannot 
think any Man will charge me withArrogance 


("27 ) 


when I ſhall ay here began the Miſchief of 
Kenail Credis in Trades, if not, let any 


want Money; What ſhall he do ? He muſt 
make 4 — 9c at Court perhaps, in 
hopes of ſome place imſelf 
to underſtand.the W | 
ſorry $cþeol in thaſe Days, 
Vice, dune | 
Money, what. m'iſt he do? Why there is 
Rich Tradeſman in the next Market Town, 
that knows his Eſtate and Faw ily, Furniſhes 
him, and will ſtay till AMiche-imaſs, when 
the Tenants pay - their Rent: the 
Gentle mau gets into Debt in the Country, 

rhaps in half a dyuzcn Towns, and away 
| egos gaps London 3 truly here, bis Equi- 
page being very Haadiunc, and ſore Mo- 
ney to begin with, the Tradeſmen like 
Birds of Prey buver abeut him, and Sir 
Thomas, or Sit W. »#+ © *y has ail the fine ſt 
ir gs ic Town brought to his Ledgings; 
as Livetries, Pciciwig:, Clocks, W 95 
Laces, Linnea, c. and the Coach makers, 
Harnefs-maker:, Sadle- s, and all ſorus fol- 
low him, as carneuly to get him into their 
Debt, as they will atter ard, to get bim 
out, ail his Scrvants ate Biib'd, co draw 
him in co Dcal with them; aud when he talks 
of ay, O they don't queftion their Pay, 
and his Worſhip's owa time for that; and 
thus like a Cully at Play, he is beſieg'd with 
Sharper and vetters, and got into Debt 

it my Lady is brought co Town, tis 

the ſame thing there among the Wo- 
men. 

At laſt Payments begin to come on, the 
Geatlemaa meaning honefily, talks with his 


Sir ward, and fads ite Rents come in low, 
and Tax-s run high, and he begins to be 
Dunn d; he gives them goods Words, pays 
2 lictle and à titge, and r r into 
Debt to flop their Mouth at laſt, he 


is-Expos'd to all the laſulty and 
that he nd $a ey? who lies at the 7 


cy of their Scaudalous bo want 
Maaners; and to pap Oo Evil, retires 
into che Country, and beft Cuucſe be 
can take, is to ſhpt hiaſelf up a Lear or 
two, Dilmiſs his Servants, and live Retir'd, 
till Time and bis real Eftate will Redeem 
bim z if he takes the acher way, that is, 
to Mortgages and at laſt Sell, he goes 
Common Road of dn, that bas 
Ruin'd Mulctitudes of Good Families, and 
by which the Trading of this Natian, 
has poficls'd fo many of the Great Aſtates 
is £00 a Story to rip - 
up- at this time, 2 | = 
to tell to what Terrible theſe 
things have reduc'd Tome xcdignary Fa- 
milies in England; and if 1 ſhould i 
in tome of our dity , that have been 
refus'd Credit for a Loaf, of Read, and 
been at 2 loſs te know where to their 
Servants tv Dinner, it would be Recor- 
ding, what | ich to have baryed in B- 
ternal Silence, and aur grow 
Wiſer for the future. 

*1is true, and perhaps ſome may An- 
ſwer meſo; Thy is the Efe of Luxury, 
Gaming, Lewdac(s, and all ſorts of Vices 3. 
but what's this to Trade? 8 
brings them into Debt, tis true, but is the 
Debt Ruines them; and if Retail- Credit, 
bad been firſt ſtop d, the of theſe 
Families, would have receiy\ early a 
Check, that they could not ſo eaſily have 
ſlipt into the. Boctomlels Gulph of Debt and 
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MISscELLANEA. 


Jcommit 


12 Efollowing Letter and Queries, being 


ſent by an Uaknown Hand, 


em to Publick View, rather to Divert thin way— 
Inform ; not but that 1 believe,they are all graber migh 


which muſt ſigaifte the- River Guadium in 
Spain, which runs under Ground à great 
Ao laſtance of which, the Geo. 
nave found nearer Home, 


of them to be made out as cafily as the ub, de bad. thought fit to have gone * 


. 


